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COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

 To introduce students to the diverse and complex social realities of Indian Society on a 

theoretical and empirical basis. 

 To acquaint students with an overview of studies of Indian society and culture from the 

pre-colonial to the contemporary times. 

 This paper gives an overview on the changing categories such as Villages and Tribes. 

 

LEARNING OUTCOME: 

 This paper  helps to give an understanding about origin and development of Sociology in 

India. 

 The  student will also learn about the existence of  village communities and ways of life 

and issues of Dalits and Tribals.  

UNIT-1: ORIGIN OF SOCIOLOGY AND SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY IN INDIA    15 HRS 

 Pre-colonial narratives 

 Orientalist narratives 

 Three stages of development of Sociology and Anthropology in India (Panini and 

Srinivas): Foundational Stage, Professional Stage, Post-Independence years.                                        

UNIT-2: DISCIPLINARY DEVELOPMENTS          15 HRS 

 Nationalist Phase 

 Post Independence Phase Dominant 

 Indo-Orientalist (Ghurye) and Empirical (M.N Srinivas)  

 Teaching of Sociology in India: Sociological research in India 

 

UNIT- 3: THE CHANGING INDIAN VILLAGE                     15 HRS 

 Basic overview of Economic Changes (occupations and sources of income, migration) 

 Political Changes (Panchayat Raj)  

 Cultural Changes (Education, Urban influences) 

 Technological Changes (Agriculture, Transport, Communication)  

     

UNIT-4: TRIBES IN INDIA            15 HRS 

 Geographical Distribution; 

 Characteristics 

 Debates of  (Elwin versus Ghurye)  

 Socio-Economic and Political problems faced by the communitieS 

 Laws and Policies and Welfare Schemes 

 Tribes today (issues and narratives from tribal regions) 

 



UNIT- 5: DALIT IDENTITY ASSERTIONS                     15 HRS 

 Ambedkar’s thoughts on Socio-Economic equality for Dalits 

 Political Transformation of the Dalit identity  

 Pre-colonial, Colonial, Post-colonial narratives 

 Dalit Movements across contemporary India (2010 onwards) (Maharashtra, Karnataka), 

 Constitutional and Legal Provisions. 
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